
Have you ever wanted to be a published author?  Does the high cost of print on 
demand publishing companies put you off?  Well, look no further.  Bugle Boy 
Publishing Co. can help you develop, print and market your own ebook and/or book 
in print at the lowest cost possible.  You can learn how to self-publish your own book 
and keep all of the royalties.  You have control over how much money you make and 
how to market your very own books.  By following our guidelines you will not only 
be able to create a platform to sell your book, but also you will become what you’ve 
always dreamed to be- a published author.   

10 top tips to self- publishing by Jessica Valentine (Bugle Boy Publishing Co.) 

1. Proof –read your content 
If you have created literature that is full of text you need to make sure that 
there are no errors.  You could have a few friends read over your book and/or 
hire an editor at a small cost to proofread your work before you go into print.   

2. Purchase an ISBN number 
If you are creating a book in print you must apply for an ISBN.  If you are 
creating an ebook then it is NOT necessary.  In the UK you need to purchase a 
minimum of 10 ISBN numbers (it is free in Canada & India).  In other 
countries such as America you are able to purchase ISBN numbers 
individually.  ISBN numbers are the numbers on the back of the book that help 
recognise you as an author. (nielsenbookdata.co.uk) 

3. Decide the price of your book 
Depending on how much it costs to print your book, you will need to work out 
how much your book will cost.  Any time you print a book and it sells you 
will make a profit if you price it correctly.  Research the market to see what 
other authors are selling similar books.   

4. Create a barcode 
If you are going to create a book in print then you must have a barcode.  Your 
barcode will be in sync with your ISBN number and when it is rung up at 
bookstores employees will be able to keep track of orders.  If you are going to 
create an ebook then you don’t need to have a barcode or ISBN number.  
(http://www.bic.org.uk/30/Bar-Coding-RFID/) 

5. Find a good computer person 
It is important to put your book (whether it be an ebook or book in print) in an 
epub file especially if you have pictures in your book.  An epub file is a 
program that ensures that all ereaders are able to read your text.  Think of it as 
a universal way to share your book in all forms.  You can also use this to send 
to the printers.  Everything is done on line these days.  Therefore, once your 
content is finished you would email it the printers once you’ve chosen one you 
like.  If you’ve written a book and it is only text then you are able to save it in 
a .pdf format and then distribute it that way.  If I am talking a foreign language 
to you right now, then it may be of interest to you to find a local computer 
person to help you out with this step.   
 

6. Call at least 3 local printers 
Try calling around to several printing companies to get several quotes on 
printing.  If you order larger quantities the book will be cheaper per book.  
Like us some people take great pride in using local companies to create good 
products.  However, many books you read at the top bookstores have been 
printed overseas.  It is all up to you to make that decision.   



7. Put your content up digitally 
You can actually create an ebook for free and distribute it for free.  Of course 
if the book isn’t written well or people don’t like it won’t sell, but if it is 
written with a target audience in mind you may have a shot at selling your 
ebook.  Check out companies like Smashwords and Amazon.  If you put your 
ebook on those two channels you can’t go wrong.  If you want someone to 
format your ebook and distribute it through all of the channels then check out 
Bookbaby.com.  They will do it all for you for a very low price of $99.  They 
also offer a books in print option as well.   

8. Go social media & distribute 
Social media is where the party is at!  Twitter, Facebook, Linked In, Pinterest- 
you name it.  Get on it!  Tell everyone that you’ve written a book and what the 
book is about.  The more followers you get the bigger chance you have at 
someone buying your book.  In terms of distributing well, we can help you 
with that.  You can keep all of your stock at your house; however, most 
independent bookstores will not supply the book if you are not registered with 
your local distributing house.  (Gardners.com) 

9. Throw a book launch party 
One way to sell a lot of books & let everyone know that you’ve just written a 
book is to throw a book launch party.  Once you’ve applied at your local 
distribution house and your application has been approved then it’s time to 
meet with your local bookstore’s manager.  Bring your book in and show 
him/her what you’ve written.  This is the time where you have to really sell 
yourself (and your book).  Tell your local bookstore’s manager that you are 
prepared to sell at least 50 books for the book launch and when you can 
schedule the party.  The big trick next is to market that book launch!   

10. Blog about it 
There are many ways you can market yourself, your book launch and your 
actual book.  Creating a blog is one way to help establish a following as well 
as communicate to other authors who you are and what your book is about.  
(wordpress.com).  A free blog is an easy way to let readers know the process 
of how your book was developed, your events that you have planned and/or 
stories that you want to share.  You can also add your Twitter and Facebook 
widgets here to help spread the word.  If you are not computer literate and do 
not know how to create a blog then Bugle Boy Publishing Co. can help.  You 
can hire us by the hour and we can do it for you.  At any stage of the 
publishing process we are here to advise you on what to do next.  If you need 
help marketing we can help you with that as well.  There are also other 
companies out there that with a fee can write press releases and distribute your 
news to all of the ‘right’ channels.   

 

For more tips on how to self- publish follow us www.bugleboypublishing.com & 
Twitter @jmcvalentine  


